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BENZIMIDAZOLE OPIOIDS – “NITAZENES”

• NEW SYNTHETIC OPIOIDS SINCE 2020 BUT

SYNTHESIZED IN 1950S

• MU-RECEPTOR AGONISTS → RISKS OF

RESPIRATORY DEPRESSION

• COMPARABLE TO FENTANYL BUT NOT

DETECTABLE USING FENTANYL TEST STRIPS

• UNINTENTIONAL OVERDOSE DEATHS IN

CANADA, US, UK, AUSTRALIA, EUROPE
Source: Holland et al., 2024, Nitazenes—
heralding a second wave for the UK drug-
related death crisis? The Lancet Public Health, 
9(2)



UNODC EWA: NITAZENES – A NEW GROUP OF 

SYNTHETIC OPIOIDS EMERGES

Source: UNODC (2024)





DATA COLLECTION AND OVERALL DATASET

• DEDICATED WEB CRAWLERS AND HTML PARSERS

• 13MILLION+ DRUG LISTINGS COLLECTED FROM 48 

CRYPTOMARKETS SINCE 2018

• NITAZENE: 11 CRYPTOMARKETS FROM AUG 2020 – AUG 2024 

> 8,505 ADS

• 18 NITAZENES + “FAKE PILLS” LACED WITH NITAZENE



BACK IN 2019

• WHITE HOUSE MARKET, FEBRUARY 2019, ETONITAZENE FROM

CHINA TO THE WW, 1G = USD280 

• “PURE ETONITAZENE HCL SHIPPED FROM CHINA, PURITY IS

AROUND 97%. APPAREANCE IS WHITE POWDER. LIMITED

STOCK, 50G! NEXT BATCH WILL BE READY IN 15 DAYS.”



NITAZENE SUBSTANCE CHARACTERISTICS
Substances # %
Etazene* 2207 27.5%
Metonitazene* 1417 17.6%
Protonitazene* 1283 16.0%
Isotonitazene* 1044 13.0%
etonitazepyne 661 8.2%
butonitazene 469 5.8%
fluonitazene 248 3.1%
etomethazene 197 2.5%
protonitazepyne 166 2.1%
etonitazene 91 1.1%
metonitazepyne 69 0.9%
ndesethyletonitazene 68 0.8%
ndesethylisotonitazene 43 0.5%
ndesethylprotonitazene 24 0.3%
isotonitazepyne 16 0.2%
etodesnitazene 12 0.1%
metodesnitazene 10 0.1%
methoxynitazene 9 0.1%

• WIDE RANGE: 0.05G (ETAZENE) - 2KG

(PROTONITAZENE)

• 92.5% POWDER FORM, 3.8% PILLS, 

2.9% NASAL SPRAY, 0.8% OTHERS

(TABS, BLOTTERS, CAPSULES)

• PRICE:0.05G FOR USD10 → USD200/G

2KG FOR USD21K → USD10/G

• 52.6% FROM CHINA / 18.6% FROM US



FAKE PILLS

• 320 ADS WITH MENTION OF A NITAZENE IN

OXYCODONE/PERCOCET/ROXYCODONE FORM

• 9 METONITAZENE (SWEDEN ONLY), 311 ISOTONITAZENE

• OVER 95% ARE US TO US ONLY

• USD7.7 PER PILL (DISCOUNT FOR BULK ORDER)



FROM “STRONG AS FENTANYL, SAFE AS 

MARIJUANA” TO “DEATH DOPE”

• 2020: “500MG PURE ETAZENE - STRONG AS FENTANYL, SAFE AS MARIJUANA”

“10G ETAZENE MIX 1:2 SAFER THAN HEROINE AND FENTANYL”

• 2021: “ISOTONITAZENE - 250 TIMES STRONGER THAN MORPHINE (NO FENTANYL ANALOG!!)”

“TEN G ISOTONITAZENE (LIKE FENTANYL ;) NEW OPIOID!!”

• 2022: “ETOMETHAZENE 100G SAFE REPLACEMENT FOR FENTANYL, HEROIN, OXYCODONE, 

ETAZENE”

“1G PROTONITAZENE HCL GRIM REAPER DOPE”

• 2023: “2G- PROTONITAZENE BEST QUALITY A+++ ”

“10MG PERCOCET QUALITY PRESSED WITH ISOTONITAZENE (ZERO FENT ZERO METH )”

• 2024: “1G PROTONITAZENE DEATH DOPE”

“1G NDE N-DESETHYLETONITAZENE NEW HIGH GRADE GRIM REAPER DOPE”



NITAZENE IN/TO THE UK

• 83.0% ADS COULD REACH UK (UK + EUROPE + 

WORLDWIDE)

• 3.3% ADS ORIGINATED FROM THE UK

• 43.3% METONITAZENE, 35.3% ETAZENE, 11.6% 

PROTONITAZENE, 9.7% ISOTONITAZENE

• PRICE METONITAZENE: 0.2G → 25GBP / 1KG → 14KGBP

• ONLY 32 ADS IN 2024, NONE SINCE JUNE



NITAZENE OVER TIME



EMERGING SYNTHETIC OPIOIDS



TO CONCLUDE

• NITAZENES PRESENT SINCE FEB 2019 BUT FADING;

• PRESENT ON THE UK MARKET PRIOR JULY 2024;

• POTENTIAL NEW OPIOID REPLACEMENTS;

• CRYPTOMARKETS: GOOD EARLY WARNING INDICATOR.





THANK YOU
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