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Percentage of online drug transactions, active listings, and listings by drug 

category for products sold within the US compared with elsewhere, quarter 3 

2013 to quarter 3 2016. 



Social media dealing
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Can we collect and 
analyse Telegram 
information in the same 
way we’ve approached 
cryptomarkets?



Data collection

• Python script using the Telegram API
• Started with 25 initial channels

– broadly based in Berlin and London

• scraped and parsed, collected telegram links, iterated the 
process 3 times

• Repeated twice, in March and May
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They are illicit drug channels
• Channel A:

Free Delivery on All Purchases
Some of the Best Prices
Smartwhips and chargers on post!

• Channel B:
THC Edibles
Best U.K. flower
THC lean
Pre Rolls 
Guarantee next day delivery
Vouched by many 

• Channel C:
No1 suppliers for the best snow  and all your other party needs 
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Dip sampling of private 
channels (N = 50) 
confirmed that all were 
indeed people selling 
illicit drugs



Survival and size
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Multiple systems estimation 
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Number of captured units: 1322 

Abundance estimations and model fits:
             abundance stderr deviance df     AIC     BIC    infoFit
M0              1733.8   31.7  327.484 19 378.170 388.544 warning #3
Mh Chao (LB)    2530.7  120.1    3.468 12  68.154 114.836         OK
Mh Poisson2     1733.9   31.7  327.336 18 380.022 395.582         OK
Mh Darroch      2217.9   63.1   87.933 18 140.619 156.180         OK
Mh Gamma3.5     3914.9  280.7   18.997 18  71.683  87.244         OK



Conclusions

• Does appear to be lively illicit drug trade on Telegram
– channels appear and disappear, with a handful dominating
– mainly seems to be cannabis, MDMA, cocaine, psychedelics
– less evidence of opioids

• Bot appear to be relatively widespread and with a ‘certain 
way of doing things’

• Lot of limitations and avenues for more work!
– Requires a much more systematic approach with significantly 

more resource
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Thanks for listening

jdc@kent.ac.uk 
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